
ROLLS-ROYCE WHICH HAS BEEN 
powering its flagship Phantom with a 
massive V12 engine may soon be seen 
trading that in for an electric motor. 
Rolls-Royce boss Torsten Mller-tvs 
has said that an all-electric model is a 
when, not an if. Rolls-Royce customers 
don’t care for plug-in hybrids; they 
want either a V12 or an electric motor. 
The electrified Rolls-Royce will arrive 
between 2020 and 2030. When it does 
arrive, expect the electric Rolls-Royce 
to have a comfortable range of 400km 
between charges. The BMW-owned 
British luxury car brand has given itself 
the long timeline as all its resources 
have currently been allocated to Project 
Cullinan, the first Rolls-Royce SUV. The 
statement from the top executive comes 
as the world prepares for electrification 
with carmakers including Volkswagen, 
and Mercedes-Benz taking the leap.  
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All-electric Rolls-Royce coming in 2020

THE HONDA DESIGN C 001  
concept is an exterior design study 
model without any details on the 
powertrain and the cabin layout. The 
images highlight the super sleek LED 
lights, instead of the larger units on 
the new Accord Hybrid and the City 
facelift. The concept does not feature 
a radiator grille. Instead, it gets a large 
Honda logo placed on the body. We 
believe, Honda might offer an all-
electric powertrain for the new-gen 
China-spec City, in addition to the 

conventional powertrain units. The 
other design highlights that one can see 
on the C 001 concept is the long bonnet 
profile, aerodynamic roofline and 
strong character lines flowing on the 
side profile. The rear too gets distinct 
C-shaped lights, similar to those offered 
on the new-gen Civic but of a larger 
profile. It is also said that the design 
language shown in the C 001 concept 
will also be seen on the other new-gen 
offerings from Honda especially for the 
Chinese market.

C 001 previews next-gen Chinese Honda City
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NISSAN HAS GIVEN THE CURRENT 
GT-R what should be its final refresh before 
an all-new car comes, possibly next year. 
The car’s design is a mild evolution of the 
current GT-R with sharper bodywork. It 
gets Nissan’s new, larger V-motion grille 
which doesn’t just gel with the company’s 
current design lingo but also channels more 
cooling air to the engine. A new bumper, 
and lip spoiler add aggression and improve 
front-end downforce. The side sills are 
wider than the ones on the previous car, to 
direct airflow around it. The rear bumper 
has functional ducts next to the quad 
exhaust pipes. The iconic circular tail lamps 
have been retained, giving other motorists a 
fair idea of what just flew past them.

Nissan claims the GT-R is one of the 
few supercars that doesn’t require crazy, 
over the top wings and spoilers to generate 
downforce. It’s unconventional design (in 
supercar terms) generates enough aero grip. 
Moreover, Nissan says that new GT-R is 
more aerodynamically efficient with a drag 
co-efficient of 0.26Cd only.

Stunning performance was always a 
GT-R strong point, premium interiors not 

so much though. To better compete with 
rivals like the Porsche 911, the 2017 GT-R 
gets a revised interior with better attention 
to detail. The dashboard is new with the 
centre console tilted slightly towards the 
driver seat to make the cockpit more driver 
focussed. New front seats are lighter and 
offer better comfort for long hours.

The  3.8-litre twin turbo V6 now puts 
out 565PS at 6800rpm and generates 
633Nm of torque. The bump up in power 
is courtesy of higher boost pressures and 
individual ignition timing control for 
each of the six cylinders. As before, the 

motor is mated to a 6-speed dual-clutch 
transmission and uses a carbon fibre 
driveshaft.

Nissan also claims improved long 
distance touring ability, something the 
stiffly sprung GT-R was not famous for. 
To achieve this, the suspension has been 
retuned for a smoother ride, there’s an 
active noise cancellation system within the 
cabin and and new sound insulation.

This is the car that Nissan will bring to 
India later this year, not the one shown at 
the 2016 Auto Expo. Expect it to be priced 
upwards of `1.3 cr.

2017 Nissan GT-R debuts, coming to India!

The cosmetic changes to the new GT-R are minor. Inside, Nissan has made everything more plush 
and luxurious in an attempt to compete with more luxurious and expensive German rivals. The 
changes on the outside are more subtle and are headlined by updated body work
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MASERATI’S SHOWSTOPPER AT THE 
2016 Geneva Motor Show was its first SUV, 
the Levante. The company confirmed 
that the SUV will make its way to India by 
January 2017 with a diesel engine, while 
the petrol variants will follow. The Levante 
diesel runs a 3.0-litre V6 that produces 
275PS and 600Nm of torque. It also gets 
an 8-speed automatic gearbox with all-
wheel drive as standard. Maserati claims a 
0-100kmph time of 6.9 seconds and a top 
speed of 230kmph from this variant.

The petrol variants – the Levante and 
Levante S – are powered by a 3.0-litre V6 
and also feature an 8-speed automatic and 
all-wheel drive. However, the S variant’s 
engine has been retuned to produce 430PS 
and 580Nm, which is 81PS and 80Nm 
more than the standard petrol. This gives 
the Levante S a claimed 0-100kmph time of 

Maserati Levante diesel to enter India by January 2017

5.2 seconds and a top speed of 264kmph. 
The standard Levante however, will get 
to 100kmph in 6 seconds and can hit a 
maximum speed of 251kmph.

Built on the modular Ghibli platform, 
the new SUV seats five and looks typically 
Maserati with its aggressive design 
language, strong visual cues, large slotted 
grille and gills on the front fenders. 
Measuring 5,003mm in length, it’s 49mm 
shorter than the Audi Q7. However, 
thanks to its curved character lines and 
a swooping rear end, it really doesn’t 
look too bulky. It uses a chassis made of 
steel and aluminium, which according 
to Maserati, offers the on-road dynamics 
of a sedan with the performance of an 
off-roader. Maserati is offering electronic 
suspension with controlled damping and 
air springs as standard. This means the 

driver will have five ride height levels to 
choose from.

The Levante is being produced at 
the Mirafiori plant in Turin and will be 
available in showrooms across Europe 
by May 2016 and in Asia by June, 2016. 
Currently, it is priced at 75,900 CHF 
(approximately `51.60 lakh) in Switzerland. 
Since it will be sold as a CBU in India, 
expect to pay at least double of that.
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The Power show
The fourth edition of Pete’s Festival of Speed witnessed 
more exotics, OEMs and after-market brands

Being petrolheads, the only 
thing that you can dream of is 
a place where you can witness 
a litany of exotics revving 
together in all their glory. And 

that’s how our experience at the fourth 
edition of Pete’s Festival of Speed (FOS) 
started. It was really early in the morning 
and the alarm for our brains was a V10 
of a Lamborghini Huracan. Joining the 
Italian was an earlier-gen Mercedes-Benz 

C63 AMG, Audi RS5, Ford Mustang, 
Porsche Panamera, 911, Audi R8 and 
others. However, the one machine that 
clearly stood out with its screaming 
and flame spitting was Dr. Nirmal’s 
souped up Nissan GTR. The convoy of 
supercars drove down to the Pete’s FOS 
venue in Kochi. This grander edition 
also saw participation by premium car 
and motorcycle manufacturers along 
with other aftermarket accessory brands. 

The show also saw participation of 
superbikes like the Kawasaki H2 and 
the BMW K 1300 R. Additionally, the 
FOS also saw the opening round of MRF 
Autocross as well freestyle riding by FSX 
riders from Europe and Australia.  Peter 
Chacko, MD, Pete’s Automotive stated 
that even though this fourth edition was 
grander than ever before, he has got 
“big” plans for the next iteration of the 
motor show.
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